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Peace Corps service presents major physical, emotional, and intellectual challenges. In the space below, please 

provide a few paragraphs explaining your reasons for wanting to serve as a Peace Corps Volunteer and how 

you plan to overcome the various challenges associated with Peace Corps service. This essay is the writing 

sample Peace Corps uses to assess your professionalism and maturity as a candidate. Please spend time editing 

your essay/writing sample (less than 500 words). 

Service has long played a unique, significant role in my life stemming from my upbringing. From serving in food 

kitchens as a child to independently seeking out a two-month, full-time volunteer role with the local United Way in 

college, I grew to understand the importance of service not only to those who I was working with but also the impact 

that it has on my understanding of the world. My initial knowledge of the Peace Corps comes from my uncle, Gene 

Bellm, who served in Colombia in the 1960s. Driving the interest that he sparked into discussions with other Returned 

Peace Corps Volunteers, I learned what a forceful event this commitment is in the lives of those who serve. Combined 

with my eagerness to comprehend and connect cultures, Peace Corps service is the ideal next chapter in my life. 

Peace Corps service is a two-year, three-month commitment that I have planned to make since I was in high school, 

and I strongly considered serving upon obtaining my bachelor’s degree. I chose to work as an investment banking 

analyst because it gives me the opportunity to deeply comprehend business needs. Moreover, my current role is a two 

year program which allows for service upon completing the program. My ability to handle tense situations has 

tremendously improved as a result of my current profession where I work eighty to one-hundred hours per week 

because of the momentous decisions that we help clients make. I cope with this significant stress through exercise and 

a commitment to seeing my team succeed. Overall, the professional lessons that I have learned in my current role make 

me a far more patient, driven person, and these lessons will strengthen the impact that I will be able to have as a Peace 

Corps Volunteer. 

Peace Corps service, while inspirational and dynamic, has numerous challenges such as loneliness, frustration in 

communication, and cultural differences. I have the experience and stress capacity to understand and ultimately resolve 

these challenges. I have lived 800 miles from my nearest family member for more than five years, and I have lived 

internationally for a brief period of time. I studied abroad in Salamanca, Spain as an undergraduate student where I 

lived with a host family and interned at the local Chamber of Commerce. Frustration in communication was common 

early on as English was not an option. However, I grew to thrive in the Spanish language, I became a productive 

member of the team at work, and I learned a great deal in provocative conversations that I had with my host family 

about topics ranging from religion to politics to the Spanish Civil War. 

I have a burning desire to serve my country and drive sustainable change in the developing world. I am not only 

equipped for the various challenges of Peace Corps service but I embrace them. 


